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Elemental Chemistry: Textons and 
a Vision of Space in Acousmatic 
Music. 

Introduction 

I composed the work Elemental 
Chemistry during late 2008 and the early 
half of 2009. In this paper I discuss the 
aesthetic intentions, treatment of 
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role on both local and global levels of 
form, as the non-fixity of textures, 
gestures and spaces seemed necessary 
for organic transmutations to occur. This 
emphasis relates to an interest in the 
idea of structuring music by degrees of 
organisation. There are several places in 
Elemental Chemistry where the music 
seems to organise itself out of a state of 
relative equilibrium, where random 
energies suddenly coincide into gestural 
impacts and transformations. I refer to 
these as entropic processes: situations 
where the combined possibilities and 
energies of several 
spectromorphological ‘systems’, mutate 
into new textures and gestures. Sound 
example 1 illustrates such a transition of 
states, near the opening of Elemental 
Chemistry, where the fluctuant harmonic 
spectra coincide (0:20 into the excerpt) 
and begin to interact in gestural impacts, 
undulating pitch modulations and 
glissandi. 

Noise, one of the inescapable features 
of field recordings, became an important 
part of the piece. Conceptually, I can 
see it as an incarnation of the entropy 
present in all systems – natural, cultural 
or technological – and as such it is also 
a common ground among environments. 
The background noise of recordings 
could be brought to the foreground by 
the use of synthesised noise. In 
Elemental Chemistry layers of noise 
often serve as a spatial adhesive, but 
also emerges as an environmental 
feature in itself, occasionally evoking 
source-bonded phenomena such as rain 
and waves. It also articulates more 
abstract spatial transformations, 
contrasts, spectral layers and gestures. 
The transitions between opaque textures 
of white noise, and granular particles, 
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intrinsic to texture and morphology, and 
thus having musical value.  

 

Textons 

I first came across the concept of 
Textons in Albert Bregman’s disc
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