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An introduction to Patents

Patents are a form of intellectual property right that protect new concepts and ideas.

For a valid Patent to be Under UK and European
obtained, an invention

must be:

Y New with respect to anything
publicly available anywhere
in the world prior to the ling
of the Patent Application,

non-obvious with regard to
anything publicly available,

capable of industrial
application.
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Consequently, if you wish to
protect an invention, a Patent
Application must be led
before the invention is publicly
disclosed. A non-con dential
disclosure of an invention
before the ling of a Patent
Application (whether by yourself
or by others) will result in your
invention no longer being ‘new’
and may prevent you from
obtaining a valid Patent.

Once a Patent Application

is led, the invention can be
publicly disclosed, even though
a Patent may not be granted
for some time (typically four or
more years). A Patent may only
be enforced in a Court after it
has been granted.
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It is important to remember
that you are not necessarily
free to use an invention even

if you have Patent protection
for the invention. To check your
freedom to use an invention, an
infringement clearance search
should be conducted for the
countries of interest. We can
provide you with this service if
you are concerned that you may
be infringing a third

parties’ Patent.

UK PATENT
APPLICATION PROCESS

Preparation and filing of a full UK
patent application with a request for
search - Approximately £2000 to £3000
(excluding VAT).*
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* Costs may be lower if the ling is a preliminary
UK Patent Application (i.e. a Patent Application that
does not include claims or a request for a search).
Cost may be higher where the Patent Application
includes several inventions or where the invention
is complex.

N
S GRANTED

INTERNATIONAL PATENT
APPLICATION PROCESS

Filing of a PCT application based
on an existing UK Patent Application
filed 12 months before - Approximately
£3500 to £6000 (excluding VAT),
depending on whether modifications to
UK Patent Application Specification
are required.
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** International (PCT) Patent Applications

allow a single application to cover a number of
member countries and regions. For example, an
International Patent Application covers the United
States of America, Japan, China and the European
Patent Organization.

Please note that the International procedure
does not proceed right through to grant. At 18
months from ling, itis necessary to le national
applications in the countries of interest, and/

or regional applications. These national/regional
Patent Applications must then be individually
prosecuted through to grant.
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